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Imagine a CMS that perfectly displays content across React,
Angular, or a Gatsby JS frontend while your editors have had to 
create the content only once. In fact, your editorial team quickly 
has spun out a set of new high-impact, responsive and
SEO-optimized pages for an upcoming campaign, without getting 
the development team involved, at all! Now let’s take this a step 
further and imagine an intelligent CMS, one that can automatically 
tag and caption images, transcribe videos, create summaries, and 
even create short templated content pieces - all powered by AI 
and machine learning. 

EzContent, an intelligent Drupal distribution, can actually do all this 
and more. It is exactly what marketers need to launch campaigns 
at the speed of thought. It is what Drupal developers need, so they 
can shift focus from minor content edits to building next
generation digital experiences.

And if your current thoughts are, “Really? Can a Drupal
distribution do all that?”, then the short answer is YES. The slightly 
longer answer is, with Drupal 9, you now have the power to create 
continuously innovative digital experiences. While EzContent is 
just one example of what D9 is capable of, there is a lot about 
Drupal 9 that makes it a powerful, future-ready CMS that is perfect 
for enterprises operating in a rapidly evolving market. 

Why is Drupal 9 the best of Drupal yet?

Launched in June 2020, Drupal 9 is the latest version of the open 
source web content management system. 

Over the years, Drupal has evolved to become more than a simple 
CMS and has consistently focused on driving digital experiences 
and Drupal 9 is the biggest leap yet in that direction. What makes 
D9 stand out from previous Drupal versions and other digital
experience platforms is its core philosophy. Instead of a purely 
technology solution, Drupal 9 has been envisaged as a business 
solution, one that is designed to understand and solve specific 
challenges that enterprises are up against.

Let’s take a look.

“One of the key reasons Drupal has 
been successful is we have always 

made big, forward-looking changes. As 
a result, Drupal is one of very few CMS 
platforms that has stayed relevant for 

20 years.”

Dries Buytaert, Founder and Project 
Lead of Drupal
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In dynamic market scenarios, speed is a core requirement for 
enterprises. How fast and how well you are able to respond to 
changing customer expectations and disruptive industry trends 
is what determines relevance and growth today. And this is one 
aspect where Drupal 9 delivers. Building upon the intuitive and
user-friendly processes introduced with D8, Drupal 9 brings a set 
of powerful tools and features that enable marketers, designers 
and developers to build high-impact digital experiences from
layout to launch. 

However, what’s more important to recognize is the fact that D9 
doesn’t just bring speed in terms of launching new digital
experiences. It also gives you the agility to keep up with the
rapidly evolving technology landscape. Here’s a look at how 
‘speed’ with Drupal 9 is multi-dimensional:

• Fast-track your onboarding onto a powerful, future-ready    
   CMS. With backward-compatibility and a range of defined
   migration paths, getting on to Drupal 9 has been made one of 
   the easiest upgrade processes in Drupal 

• Deliver new digital experiences faster. Once on D9, features 
   like the layout builder, content workflows, improved media
   management etc., allow your execution teams to quickly roll out 
   new sites and campaigns in response to changing conditions

• Evolve faster to keep up with technology advancements. With 
   a defined 6-month upgrade schedule, Drupal 9 ensures a
   continuous delivery of new features that keep your digital
   experience solutions current and compatible with the latest 
   range of emerging technologies

5

Fast, Flexible, Agile

Drupal 9 brings a set of 
powerful tools and features 

that enable marketers, 
designers and developers 
to build high-impact digital 
experiences from layout to 

launch.



6

Migrating to Drupal 9

“Drupal’s API-first architecture puts 
it years ahead of competitors as a 
decoupled or headless framework. 

Drupal can serve as the content hub 
for rich experiences built with the 

latest technologies, including modern 
javascript frameworks like React, An-
gular, or Vue, or even with emerging 
channels like digital assistants and 

AR/VR applications.”

Tim Lehnen, CTO,
Drupal Association

With digital ecosystems of multiple connected services and
solutions becoming the norm both within and among businesses, 
having an API-first strategy is now a necessity.

Drupal 9 is designed as an API-first platform which makes it
extremely well-suited for current enterprise needs. For example:

• REST API allows Drupal 9 to function as a powerful headless or 
   decoupled CMS - leverage Drupal for its rich content
   management capabilities while using React, Angular, Gatsby or 
   any of the available modern JavaScript frameworks for your 
   frontend

• API-first architecture also brings in the potential to build new 
   applications atop your Drupal implementation to deliver
   innovative products and services, and leverage new value 
   streams

• Integrate Drupal’s content management capabilities with a range  
   of emerging digital experience technologies like AR, VR, voice 
   tech and more

What’s key here is that being an API-first framework makes Drupal 
9 capable of delivering continuous innovation. It is designed to 
work with your current systems, as well as scale up seamlessly as 
you adopt new technologies. Additionally, Drupal 9 onwards each 
new version will be more of a software update rather than a
framework upheaval. This means you don’t have to worry about 
migrating your carefully constructed backend content
management to an all-new Drupal a few years down the line. And 
that gives you the freedom to invest time and resources into
consistently building high-value digital experiences atop
Drupal 9.

6

Designed for Continuous Innovation
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Given the speed and frequency of disruptive technologies and 
evolving consumer expectations, depending solely on
development teams to deliver high-quality digital experiences is 
no longer feasible. And that is why Drupal 9 is a web platform that 
empowers non-developers to create and manage dynamic
digital experiences. It also makes aspects of site development and 
management easier, so your development teams can shift focus to 
creating the next level of online experiences. Here’s how:

• Features like layout builder, easier media management, content 
   workflows etc make it easy for editors and marketing teams to 
   easily create and update engaging content across different 
   digital channels. This gives you the ability to scale up, without 
   the availability of development teams becoming a roadblock.

• As your organization expands into new markets and territories, 
   you can leverage Drupal 9’s out-of-the-box multilingual
   capabilities to engage new audiences. Besides the ability to 
   launch your site in any of the 100 foreign languages available, 
   you can also have independent regional teams manage these 
   sites because the backend interface is also translatable.

Besides this, there is a long list of interesting features and
capabilities that come with the latest version of Drupal. But what 
makes Drupal 9 a future-ready framework for ambitious digital 
experiences is the fact that it is ‘built for business’, designed to
deliver the power, flexibility, speed and scale that enterprises 
need today.

7

Built for Scale

Dramatically powerful 
features ensure that 
Drupal 9 is ‘built for

business’, designed to 
deliver the flexibility, 
speed and scale that 

enterprises need.
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Even with all the new features and updated functionalities in 
Drupal 9, you may have certain doubts and concerns related to 
the migration—which is valid considering that this is a big step for 
any organization. So here we take a look into some of the
common objections we have heard, how we would advise
approaching them.

          What are the benefits of Drupal 9
          over Drupal 7 or Drupal 8?

Drupal 9 involves a culmination of all essential features developed 
over the course of Drupal 8, but on a leaner, cleaner codebase. 
With regard to Drupal 7, Drupal 9 has some major changes in the 
API architecture, security, baking contributed modules into the 
core, third party upgrades etc. You may read this in detail in
section 3.3.

          What’s the best way to migrate from
          Drupal 7 to Drupal 9?

To migrate your website to Drupal 9, website owners ideally have 
two choices:

•  Migrate directly from Drupal 7 to Drupal 9

•  Migrate from Drupal 7 to Drupal 8, and then complete the
   migration to Drupal 9 by 2021

While both options are valid, you might want to consider the
following before committing to a particular approach:

First, both migration approaches cost roughly the same in terms 
of time, money and effort investment.  The migration from D7 
to D8 or to D9 is similar in terms of complexity, and the migration 
from D8 to D9 is more like a minor upgrade. So in both cases, you 
deal with planning and executing only one major migration.

Second, because Drupal 9 is just released, it might take some 
time for the Drupal community to have the whole range of
contrib modules compatible with D9. This is something you might 
want to consider especially if your current D7 site is highly 
complex with a lot of different contrib modules in place. While a lot 
of these might have been included in D9 core, there might still be 
some that will need D9 compatible modules on the marketplace. 

That said, once you move from D7 to D9 and find that certain 
modules are still unavailable, you could have to make do without 
them for a while, and that might be difficult if those modules
support business-critical functions. In this scenario, migrating from 
D7 to D8 first can be a better option, because you can easily roll 
back to D7 in case of any errors.
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And finally, while Drupal 7 is available till 2022, Drupal 8 support 
ends in November 2021. So if you are currently on Drupal 7 and 
haven’t yet migrated to Drupal 8, you might face a time crunch in 
undertaking the D7 to D8 and then a D8 to D9 migration at this 
stage. And we wouldn’t recommend it unless it’s already
What’s the best way to migrate from Drupal 7 to Drupal 9?

Considering all these parameters, a direct migration from D7 to D9 
has an upper hand.

          Should I wait for a later, more stable
          version of Drupal 9?

While waiting for a ‘more stable’ version is a common strategy in 
the software world, it doesn’t apply to the Drupal 9 upgrade. 
Because Drupal 9 is more of an incremental upgrade to Drupal 8, 
the code is already out there and in use. So there are no big
surprises or massive swaths of new code in Drupal 9 release that 
you have to wait for to stabilize. 

          Drupal 9 has a lot of smaller releases    
          lined up. How do I keep up?

Drupal 9’s frequent, smaller releases mirror a larger trend in
software development, where iterative development means
frameworks make more frequent releases, and consequently, 
those releases aren’t supported as long. 

This means you need to commit to keeping your site current with 
the latest releases. And if you’re part of a small team managing a 
large Drupal site, you may not have the bandwidth or expertise to 
keep up with updates. 

That said, there are some tools that may make it easier for you to 
keep your site current:

•  Composer and Drush to manage website updates

•  DependaBot to create automatic pull requests with updates for   
   sites of any size

•  Automatic Updates module: It’s still work in progress, and does 
   not yet support contributed module updates or composer based 
   site installs. But keep an eye out for this as it’s planned for Phase 
   2, and might be helpful for your smaller sites.

Besides these, some web hosts and most Drupal vendors also 
provide update services for a fee and can take care of this for you.
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          Is developing on Drupal 9 harder than on   
          Drupal 7?

We agree that developing for Drupal 9 is certainly different from 
Drupal 7, but not necessarily difficult. While D9 might require long-
time Drupal developers to learn new paradigms and introduce 
changes in the way some things are done, it is essentially the 
same as upskilling and learning any new technology.

With Drupal 7 approaching its end-of-life, your development teams 
have to make the leap to working with Drupal 9. Fortunately, the 
new tools in D9 like Composer, Twig, and PHPUnit are used by 
other PHP projects too, so there is a lot that Drupal 7 developers 
can learn that will be useful if they work on a Symfony or Laravel 
projects as well.

          Drupal 10 is planned for 2022. Do I have 
          to go through a migration again?

Drupal 10 is planned for 2022 in order to align with the life cycle 
of third-party projects that are closely integrated with Drupal, like 
Symfony and Twig.

However the upgrade from Drupal 9 to Drupal 10 will be quite 
easy, with only a bit of extra attention to deprecated code and 
updated libraries. This is because all new functionality for Drupal 
10 is already added to Drupal 9 releases. 

This same approach worked from Drupal 8 to Drupal 9 release so 
we know it works (95 of the top 100 contributed modules were 
ready the day Drupal 9.0.0 was released)! And Drupal is only going 
to refine it further.

There, we have answered what was worrying you the most! And 
you already know how Drupal 9 is the best possible approach to 
migrate from your Drupal 7 site— with all the features and focus on 
user experience that it brings. So if you are an enterprise looking 
to build immersive digital experiences, and committed to digital 
transformation, migrating to Drupal 9 is your ideal next step.

11
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Migrating to a new CMS is not a decision that enterprises take 
lightly, even if from an older version of Drupal to the latest one.
So considerations of time, resources, and business continuity
significantly influence when businesses decide to make the shift 
to Drupal 9. 

In Part 1, we made a case for why Drupal 9 is your best bet to build 
rich and immersive digital experiences that leverage the most 
innovative technologies available out there. Now it’s time to
evaluate how all of those advantages stack up against all the time 
and effort involved in migrating from Drupal 7 or 8 to Drupal 9.

3.1  Do You Have to Migrate out of
Drupal 7?

Drupal 7 was a powerhouse when it was launched in 2011, and is 
currently in use by almost 70%1 of all Drupal websites. If you are 
on Drupal 7, you know it has served you well, and you’ve probably 
integrated new modules and third-party technologies over the 
years to scale up your digital experience. And while Drupal 9 can 
be the most advanced version on offer, there is a high chance you 
are thinking “Do I really need to switch?” 

The answer is yes, because Drupal 7 is reaching end-of-life.

In the latter half of 2018, Dries announced that Drupal 7 was 
coming to an end2 by November 2021. But considering the impact 
of COVID-19 on budgets and businesses, the version will now be 
officially supported until 28 November 2022.

Post that date, if you continue to operate on Drupal 7, you 
will run into the following challenges:

Drupal 7 will be suppoted 
until November 2022

2018 2019 2020

DRUPAL 9
Release

We are here

DRUPAL 7 
end-of-life

DRUPAL 7 
end-of-life

DRUPAL 8 
end-of-life

2021 2022
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Drupal 7 will stop receiving official community support, and the 
Drupal Association will stop supporting Drupal 7 on Drupal.org. 
Automated testing, support of leading hosting providers like 
Acquia and Pantheon will soon get withdrawn. Drupal 7 site pages 
may get flagged as insecure in third party scans, and make the 
integration with other third-party tools and systems challenging.

Come November 2022, extended support for Drupal 7 will only be 
provided commercially by a limited number of international 
providers.

The Drupal security team will no longer provide official security 
support or security advisories for Drupal 7 sites. There will be no 
new security patches or functional updates for D7, leaving your 
site vulnerable to cybersecurity threats and data security
compliance challenges.

Additionally, most Drupal 7 sites are on older, outdated and
insecure versions of PHP like PHP 5.3. Drupal 7 currently works 
with PHP 7.3, but it has problems with PHP 7.4. As PHP continues 
to progress and deprecate older versions, Drupal 7 may no longer 
be able to keep running on a secure version, thus making itself 
vulnerable to cyber attacks.

14

Loss of Support for Drupal 7 core

Security Considerations

Drupal 7 currently works 
with PHP 7.3, but it has 
problems with PHP 7.4. 
Security will be a major 

concern for Drupal 7 sites 
as PHP continues to

progress and deprecate 
older versions.
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With Drupal 9 in the game, several module maintainers have 
moved their own sites to Drupal 8 or Drupal 9. And despite the 
fact that Drupal 7 is still supported, there is reduced effort and 
interest in building new modules, or keeping a Drupal 7 version of 
their code up to date.

While some modules may be stable and may work well into the
future, others could run into severe performance issues. Without 
any cool features for the core or contributed modules, Drupal 7 
will lag far behind in terms of the level of digital experience it can 
offer.

No official Drupal support also means no bug fixes or improve-
ments. We already discussed the close to zero probability of any 
cool features on Drupal 7. Lack of security support will expose you 
to vulnerabilities and decrease your website’s SEO score. That, 
combined with rising technical debt of the outdated modules will 
affect site performance.

As you can see, once Drupal 7 hits end-of-life choosing to stay 
on D7 is not advisable. And because migrating out of it has to be 
planned and executed well, you need to spend time in evaluating 
all the available options.

15

Less focus on Contributed Modules

Impact on Website Performance

Drupal 7 websites will face 
performance challenges as 

several contributed
modules are no longer be 
supported for D7, and site 

security take a hit.
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3.2  What are your options after
Drupal 7 end-of-life?

With Drupal 7 nearing its end-of-life, and Drupal 9 being the big 
release—migration from Drupal 7 to Drupal 9 might seem like an 
obvious path to take. But maybe not. What about businesses that 
are not ready to upgrade yet? Or those that are not in the right 
space, budget or resources? Or the ones that want to migrate to a 
completely different CMS altogether? Let’s explore.

Migrate to Drupal 9

Why should you go for it:

Drupal 9 is undoubtedly the next big release. It is more usable, accessible, inclusive,
flexible and scalable than any of previous versions. It comes with all the best features of 
Drupal 8—albeit cleaned up from deprecated code, equipped with the latest libraries, and 
headed for future long-term growth. 

Some of its features include:

•  Headless CMS capabilities that make it a great fit to improve your user experience

•  Drupal 9 facilitates easy migration, thus shifting to a new version or undertaking future 
   upgrades will all be a seamless experience

•  Clean code, and works with the new version of PHP. Plus the long term official support 
   will ensure your website is free from vulnerabilities

When should you not go for it:

Unless you are planning to shift to a completely new CMS, or shut down your current D7 
site, you may find migration to Drupal 9 to be the best way forward. And that is
irrespective of whether you decide to take the plunge today or close to D7 end-of-life.



17

Migrating to Drupal 9

Migrate to another CMS

There is always the option of moving to a different CMS altogether. Here’s when it could 
be a feasible option.

Why should you
not go for it

When should you
go for it

Migrate to 
Backdrop CMS

Migrate to
Custom CMS

Migrate to
Wordpress or 
other CMS

For smaller budget 
projects primarily
concerned with 
websites that deliver 
content through 
traditional HTML
pages, Backdrop
CMS can be a good 
option

Large enterprises with 
unique custom 
requirements may 
consider building and 
migrating to a custom 
CMS platform

Only if you must, 
though we advise
carefully evaluating 
your options against 
Drupal 9. Transitioning 
to any other CMS will 
be  complex, and con-
sidering the benefits 
Drupal 9 brings, not 
much of an advantage 
in the long run

Migration from Drupal 
7 is relatively easy, 
as it offers a built-in 
upgrade path

Matches the unique 
needs of your business 
and can be scaled up 
at the pace you want

Wordpress offers
migration plugins which 
can expedite the migra-
tion process. However 
the mental paradigms 
don’t map directly, 
and developing for 
Wordpress involves a 
learning curve for long 
time Drupal developers

If you are only looking 
to buy time before 
upgrading to Drupal 9, 
then this is not the right 
option because there 
is currently no migra-
tion path available to 
move from Backdrop to 
Drupal 9

Requires huge commit-
ment of time, money 
and efforts. No direct 
migration path avail-
able from Drupal 7 to 
custom CMS. So not 
a favorable option if 
you don’t have enough 
resources at your 
disposal 

Very few CMSes
provide an
automatic or easy 
migration path from 
Drupal 7, so this path 
would again require 
investment of time and 
efforts

Benefits
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Engage a Drupal 7 Extended Support (ES) vendor

Businesses can opt for the Drupal 7 ES program and partner with a Drupal Association 
vetted vendor to handle their D7 site.

Why should you go for it:

If you plan to upgrade to Drupal 9, but are currently unwilling to because of any of the 
following reasons:

•  Your strategic roadmap for digital transformation is not ready yet, and you need
   long-term support while you work on defining your strategy.

•  Your organization is short of budget, and not in favor of undertaking a large migration at 
   this time. Opting for a small recurring investment in extended support of Drupal 7 seems 
   more feasible.

Benefits:

•  Buys you time - ES program gives you all the time you need to plan better for the big
   migration project. 

•  Security fixes - D7ES vendors are responsible for sharing all work towards security
   issues and fixes publicly, and you can avail them even without partnering with the
   vendors

•  Advantages of partnering - As a customer, you can have D7ES vendors prioritizing 
   your site issues and apply fixes for them, even perform site maintenance, custom
   development—as may be offered by different vendors.

Why should you not go for it:

If you are not partnering with a D7ES vendor, this whole process may put you in a tough 
situation with modules and dependencies that age out of security updates. You won’t have 
a partner to hunt down and fix issues with those modules, security, or otherwise. And you 
may be left with a website with an increasing number of security holes.

Please also note that this alternative is not a long term solution. The Extended Support 
program is only available till November 2025, post which you will have to move out of D7, 
or manage it internally. 
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Convert the Drupal 7 website to a static site

Continue to use Drupal 7 unsupported

Why should you go for it:

Converting to a static site makes sense in the following scenarios:

•  If your Drupal 7 site is infrequently or never updated, and you do not want to keep
   maintaining it

•  There are old sub-sections of your site, or departments that are closed and you do not 
   want to actively support those pages

•  You are starting a new site with a clean state and want to keep a record of old content 
   for historical purposes

Benefits:

This alternative allows you to convert some or all of your existing Drupal 7 site to a static 
site, enabling you to preserve your old site content as an archive, without the need to
actively support or update the site. 

Drupal 7 sites will continue to work even after the end-of-life date. So businesses can
technically continue to exist on D7 without any significant breaks in their current website
experience. 

We only have reasons for why you should not go for this option:

•  As a CMS designed in 2011, it is not optimized to deal with the current and future changes in 
   site usage and customer experience expectations in general

•  Running a Drupal 7 site without official security support can lead to non-compliance
   penalties

•  It can lead to reputation damage and harm your revenue opportunities if any personal
   information is compromised

•  Security flaws can also compromise your website and make it vulnerable to attacks

So unless you are willing to risk your business, this option is out of bounds even if it is
technically possible to use Drupal 7 after end-of-life. 
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Enhanced User Experiences with Headless CMS

Once you evaluate the pros and cons of each of the alternatives 
available, and you are certain that you wish to remain on Drupal, 
you might choose to stay on Drupal 7 for a while longer before 
you migrate or migrate to Drupal 9 right away. Either way, the shift 
to Drupal 9 is likely to be the path of least resistance. And now 
would be a good time to understand the exact advantages and 
technical advancements that come with Drupal 9.

3.3  Benefits of Migrating to Drupal 9

Drupal 9 doubles down on making Drupal a truly headless CMS 
with the ability to work with popular JavaScript frameworks like 
React or Angular. Here’s what that means for your development 
and editorial teams:

•  Front-end freedom - Website developers have the freedom to 
   go beyond Drupal’s limited frontend capabilities, and design the
   front-end with any tech stack of their choice. They can create   
   high-impact digital experiences by working with multiple 
   frontend frameworks for different interaction channels, all pulling    
   content from a single feature-rich Drupal repository.

•  Create once, publish anywhere - Using Drupal’s back-end as a 
   central repository for data ensures that the content created once 
   on the platform can be shared across multiple channels and
   devices, making content syndication easier.

•  Easier resourcing - Any technology developer can
   communicate with the headless Drupal 9 CMS to build new 
   applications for internal and external consumption.

20
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All major features and usability improvements that started with 
Drupal 8 come to fruition with Drupal 9. Here’s a look at the key 
enhancements:

•  BigPipe, which increases page view performance and supports 
   faster initial page loading

•  Layout Builder, which allows content editors to design pages 
   without developers’ help

•  API-first architecture, which enables building robust decoupled 
   and headless applications

•  Media Library, which makes the management of images, video, 
   and other assets easier than ever before 

•  Editorial Workflows, which simplifies the content creation and 
   approval processes

•  Multilingual capabilities, which creates localized digital
   experiences now faster than ever with core modules in Drupal 9

•  Mobile responsive images, wherein mobiles can display the 
   best-sized images and consume fewer amounts of data

Now while many of these functions were essentially possible in 
Drupal 7, it required using several contributed modules. For
example, 

•  Layout Builder’s function was fulfilled by Panels or Display Suite   
   modules

•  Media handling required half a dozen or more complicated
   contributed Media framework modules, each of which further 
   required additional configuration

•  Workbench Moderation or Workflow modules were used in 
   place of editorial workflows

In contrast, in Drupal 9 these modules are simply baked into the 
Drupal core making it much easier to keep them in sync for any 
update or dependencies. This also ensures that they are
well-tested, maintained and used by everyone—rather than having 
developers look for different possible modules. Essentially, makes 
the whole process easier and faster.

Additionally, Drupal 9 offers a clean codebase, removing all
deprecated code from Drupal 8 and previous versions. This means 
deprecated code will no longer be supported and will gradually no 

Improved Performance with New Features and Functionalities

Drupal 9 brings several 
previously contributed 
modules into the core,

making it much easier to 
keep them in sync for any 
update or dependencies. 

This also ensures that they 
are well-tested, and
updated to maintain

business consistency.
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Drupal 9 involves an upgrade of the system requirements and 
third party libraries to supported versions. 

•  Unlike Drupal 7 which will no longer be compatible with 
   upcoming PHP versions, Drupal 9 requires a minimum of PHP 
   7.3. This provides a better window of compatibility with secure 
   PHP versions.

•  Drupal 9 will also be supporting Symphony 4 and 5 after
   November 2021. 

•  An upgrade to Twig 2.0

All such upgrades will ultimately result in enhanced performance, 
improved developer experience, and enhanced security for Drupal 
9 sites.

longer be used in the Drupal ecosystem. A clean slate also means 
Drupal 9 code is quicker and delivers improved performance.

Drupal 9’s long-term security support will ensure security updates 
and releases that will help protect your website from various
vulnerabilities. Besides that, Drupal 9 is also clean of outdated 
code and uses the new version of PHP, which makes it a great 
choice for security reasons too.

Starting with Drupal 9, it is the Drupal team’s priority to make
upgrades easy forever. Removing deprecated modules from 
Drupal 8 was the first step in this direction. Once you are on D9, 
going forward, every minor and major Drupal release will feel like 
a simple upgrade, quick and easy, rather than a resource-intensive 
project that it has been traditionally.

Updated 3rd party Dependencies

Long-term Official Support

Easy Migration or Upgrade

22
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The Last Word
High-fidelity digital experiences have become the bedrock of 
business growth, now more so than ever. If you have followed 
the advances in Drupal so far, you know that Drupal is committed 
to giving enterprises the means to build continuously innovative 
digital experiences. And that is what makes Drupal 9 your ideal 
next step.

Drupal 7 has admirably powered your growth so far, but it is not 
designed to cater to the significantly changed requirements of 
high-performance enterprise sites. We have shared with you the 
range of challenges you will encounter if you continue to operate 
on D7, and at a time when most businesses are working on digital 
‘transformation’, you don’t want to get stuck with solving basic
security and use experience problems. So you have to begin
evaluating your shift out of D7 and onto D9. 

In the end, for most businesses it boils down to cost. Upfront, 
diving deep into your existing D7 implementation, and planning 
and migrating to D9, looks costly in terms of time, money and 
resources. More so when you consider the recent hit to business 
and budget caused by a volatile economy. However, you have to 
weigh this against the cost of staying on D7 - cost in terms of 
security challenges, compromised modules, lack of new features, 
and finally, the opportunity cost of not delivering an engaging 
digital experience. Once you do that, you might find that Drupal 9, 
with its focus on solving core business challenges for the
enterprise, is worth the investment. 

Once your enterprise comes to that decision, you look forward to 
the next step - actually migrating from Drupal 7 to Drupal 9.



Are you looking to migrate from your current Drupal 7 CMS to the 
future-ready powerhouse that is Drupal 9? Do you need a technology 
partner that can understand your business requirements and help 
build a migration process that is streamlined and cost-efficient. We 
are here to help you make it happen. 

Would you like to discuss your specific requirements with Drupal 9, 
or just explore how Drupal 9 fits into your digital transformation
roadmap? 

Let’s Get Started

Related links
1 https://www.drupal.org/project/usage/drupal 

2 https://dri.es/drupal-7-8-and-9#:~:text=with%20Drupal%208.-,Drupal%207%20will%20be%20supported%20until%20
November%202021,when%20Drupal%209%20is%20released

https://www.srijan.net/blog/whats-new-in-drupal-9-and-why-do-you-need-to-upgrade

https://www.drupal.org/docs/understanding-drupal/drupal-9-release-date-and-what-it-means/what-happens-to-drupal-7-
now-that

https://www.drupal.org/psa-2020-06-24 

https://dri.es/plan-for-drupal-9 

https://www.drupal.org/about/9/from-7

https://www.drupal.org/blog/drupal-7-8-and-9 

https://dri.es/plan-for-drupal-9 

https://www.drupal.org/docs/upgrading-drupal/how-to-prepare-your-drupal-7-or-8-site-for-drupal-9

https://www.drupal.org/about/9/faq
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Srijan is a creative technology firm that builds transformative digital paths to better 
futures for Fortune 500 enterprises to nonprofits all over the world. We have
championed open-source technologies over the last two decades, bringing
advanced engineering capabilities and agile practices to some of the biggest 
names across FMCG, Aviation, Telecom, Technology, and others. 

We lead in Drupal with 300+ Drupal engineers and 75+ Acquia certified Drupal 
developers, and are amongst the top 5 Drupal companies globally. With preferred 
partnerships with Acquia, advanced consulting partnership with AWS, and APIGEE 
we offer the best technology stack in the market.
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